
The aim of the citizen science based archival research was to 
better understand the historic composition of Welsh seas by 
searching for and collecting historic archival records.

Approx. English 
language hardcopy 
sources searched 
through: 3300

Fully Welsh language 
sources searched 
through: 260 Approx. hours spent 

online searching: 39 

Number of in-person 
archive visits: 12

Geographical range 
of in-person searches: 

Nefyn – Flintshire, 
incl. Anglesey

Number of different 
key words searched 
for: 46

Archival Research

Tope: The voracious fish 

is mostly found in the 

Mediterranean; being but 

rarely seen in the North Sea. 

They are so greedy that they 

will even swallow pieces of 

wood – 1794 text book from 

Bangor University archives.

Records 
found in 

sources from: 
1657 – 1992

Number of 
volunteers 
trained: 21

Total number of 
searched issues 

in completed 
newspapers = 

23,997

Total 
sources 

searched 
(in-person 

and online) 
~ 27,557

Angelshark: None of the uses of this malignant monster seem capable of compensating the dangers to which seamen are exposed from its voracious habits – 1794 text book from Bangor University archives.
Angelshark = 22

Spurdog = 6

Stingray = 4

Tope = 8

Other shark records = 36

Number of records of:

Other records included dogfish, basking shark, 
thresher shark


